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castes who undertake the work of tanning the hides and skins
and have been doing the work for generations. In the Mysore
State, this work is mostly done by a class of people known
as Adikarnataks. In the UP. and other parts of northern.
India, the work of tanning is undertaken by Chamars.
With regard to the markets for finished leather, there is
very good demand in the northern and western regions for
the manufacture of foot-wear. The two biggest factories of
India engaged in making boots and shoes are situated in the
UP. (Cooper Allen & Co., at Cawnpore) and in Bengal (The
Bata Company at Batanagar near Calcutta). The Govern-
ment Harness and Saddlery Factory, the only one of its kind
hi India, is also located at Cawnpore. Besides this, consider-
able quantities of leather are required by smaller shoe-making
concerns at Agra, Lucknow, Calcutta and most of the other
important towns of northern India. The industrial demand
for roller iskins, picker bands and leather belting is also im-
portant in the northern, western and central parts of the
country.
Such a demand for finished leather is not in evidence in
southern India. On account of climatic reasons the people of
the south are habituated to live bare-footed and there is little
local demand for foot-wear. But there has always been a
considerable demand for half finished leather for export to
foreign countries from the port of Madras.
Thus considering the resources of different regions in
tanning materials, hides and skins, and labour, southern India
(especially the province of Madras and the Mysore State) oc-
cupies a unique position in the whole of India for the tanning
of leather. Then again, this region had the advantage of an
early start. The province of Madras was the first in India to
adopt improved methods of tanning. As early as the forties
of the last century, a French European of Pondicherry is said
to have visited the island of Mauritius and acquired a practi-
cal knowledge of the French process of tanning and on his
return to India he set up several small tanneries in the neigh-
bourhood of the city of Madras. Of his improvements the
most important was the immersion of the tanned skins in a
bath of myrobalans after the ordinary tanning had been com-
pleted. This prevented a very objectionable change in colour